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Rocket Boys 
Hickam, Homer 
It was 1957, the year Sputnik raced across the Appalachian sky, 
and the small town of Coalwood, West Virginia, was slowly dying. 
Faced with an uncertain future, Homer Hickam nurtured a dream: 
to send rockets into outer space. The introspective son of the 
mine’s superintendent and a mother determined to get him out of 
Coalwood forever, Homer fell in with a group of misfits who 
learned not only how to turn scraps of metal into sophisticated 
rockets but how to sustain their hope in a town that swallowed its 
men alive. 
 
Code Girls 
Mundy, Liza 
Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy, more than ten thousand 
women served as codebreakers during World War II. These 
women moved to Washington and learned the meticulous work of 
code-breaking. Their efforts shortened the war, saved countless 
lives, and gave them access to careers previously denied to them. 
A strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history; 
now, through dazzling research and interviews with surviving code 
girls, Liza Mundy brings to life this riveting and vital story of 
American courage, service, and scientific accomplishment. 
 

Rise of the Rocket Girls 

Holt, Nathalia 
In the 1940s and 50s, when the newly minted Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory needed quick-thinking mathematicians to calculate 
velocities and plot trajectories, they didn't turn to male graduates. 
Rather, they recruited an elite group of young women who, with 
only pencil, paper, and mathematical prowess, transformed rocket 
design, helped bring about the first American satellites, and made 
the exploration of the solar system possible. 
 
 
The Glass Universe 
Sobel, Dava 
In the mid-nineteenth century, the Harvard College Observatory 
began employing women as calculators, or “human computers,” 
to interpret the observations their male counterparts made via 
telescope each night. At the outset this group included the wives, 
sisters, and daughters of the resident astronomers, but soon the 
female corps included graduates of the new women's colleges—
Vassar, Wellesley, and Smith. Read the hidden history of the 
women whose contributions forever changed our understanding 
of the stars and our place in the universe. 


